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The Seneca Falls Convention

Elizabeth Cady Stanton & Lucretia Mott1848



“In this denial of the right to 
participate in government…the 
maiming and repudiation of one-
half of the moral and intellectual 
power of the government of the 
world”  

                     - Frederick Douglass 



1851 Sojourner Truth



Sojourner Truth Speech “Ain’t I a Woman?” 
Read by Dr. Karen Johnson, Evergreen State College



"The female vote ... is always more impulsive  
and less subject to reason, and almost devoid  
of the sense of responsibility"   

- Francis Parkman, anti-suffragist



1853 
Catherine Paine Blaine brings the women’s 

rights movement to Seattle 

Arthur Denny proposes  
Washington Territory’s first suffrage bill 

1856 
Susan B Anthony lectures in Illinois,  

inspiring 8 year old Emma Smith DeVoe



1870 
Sisters Mary Olney Brown and  
Charlotte Olney French lead a group of  
women to attempt voting in Grand Mound 

Using the local election code and the 
14th amendment’s definition of 
Citizen -“all persons born or naturalized in 
the United States” 

1866 
Washington Territory election code gives suffrage to “all white citizens” 



They’re voting!
They’re voting!

"The moment the man rode in sight of the school-house he swung his hat, 
and screeched at the top of his voice, '"They're voting! They're voting!' "The 
teams were all ready in anticipation of the news, and were instantly flying in 
every direction, and soon the women were ushered into the school-house, 
their choice of tickets furnished them, and all allowed to vote as 'American 
citizens'"



First recorded time in U.S. history when a 
woman voted was in the Pacific Northwest.

It was an election held by the 
Corps of Discovery and the voter: 

Sacagawea.



“May we…learn the lessons of calm endurance, 
of patient persistence and unfaltering courage 
exemplified in your life, in our efforts to lead 
men through the Pass of Justice, which goes over 
the mountains of prejudice and conservatism to 
the broad land of the perfect freedom of a true 
republic; one in which men and women together 
shall in perfect equality solve the problems of a 
nation that knows no cast, no race, no sex in 
opportunity, in responsibility or in justice! May 
“the eternal womanly” ever lead us on!”  

- Eva Emery Dye* 



1871 
Susan B. Anthony & Abigail Scott Duniway 

tour the Pacific Northwest 
igniting the suffrage movement 

in Washington Territory



The Olympia Transcript reported on her speech:  

A suffrage bill was introduced the next day, but it failed 11-13.  

“Miss Anthony is a woman of more than ordinary ability, and 
the able manner in which she handled her subject before the 
Legislature, was ample warning to the members of that body 
who oppose woman suffrage to be silent”.  



“worse than the small-pox and  
chills and fever combined”  

Walla Walla Statesman 

“graceful and elegant” 
Washington Standard 

“aiming at nothing less than the breaking  
up of the very foundations of society” 

Territorial Dispatch 

“an old maid who had never kissed a man  
over two years old” 

Port Townsend Cyclop



1871 
Anthony helps local women establish 

Washington Woman’s Suffrage Association 

1883 
Full voting rights given to women in 

Washington Territory

1887 
Woman’s voting rights overturned

1888 
Woman’s voting rights reinstated

1888 
Woman’s voting rights overturned, again





1883 - 1887 
Washington women vote for reforms in local 
elections, send a Democrat to Congress, and 

enact local option prohibition



1871 
Anthony helps local women establish 

Washington Woman’s Suffrage Association 

1883 
Full voting rights given to women in 

Washington Territory

1887 
Woman’s voting rights overturned

1888 
Woman’s voting rights reinstated

1888 
Woman’s voting rights overturned, again



                      

1889 
Washington becomes a state and now 

suffrage requires a constitutional amendment



1906 - 1909 
Emma Smith DeVoe (left) takes the reins 

of the Washington Equal Suffrage Association, joined by 
May Arkwright Hutton as VP in 1908 



Washington’s  
Suffragist Frien-emies



1909 
The National American Woman Suffrage 

Association convenes in Seattle for 
convention / Alaska Yukon Pacific Exposition



1909 
Suffragists climb Mt. Rainier to plant a  
“Votes for Women” flag at its summit



1910 

Washington State enfranchises women*, 
becoming the 5th star in the suffrage flag 



1920 

!

The 19th Amendment gives women 
throughout the country the right to vote



1924 

!
Native American Citizenship Act



1952 
McCarran-Walter Act 



1965 
Voting Rights Act 











Votes for Women 
Centennial Grants

✤ Non-profits, local governments, tribal 
governments, public schools & libraries 

✤ Programs that support one or more of 
the Centennial Core Goals 

✤ Let your imagination take flight! Exhibits, 
murals, educational programs, podcasts… 

✤ First deadline was December 31, 2019
✤ Second deadline is April 30th, 2019
✤ Final deadline Fall 2019 (TBD) 

suffrage100wa.com/grants

$$$







Gravesites 
Newspapers 
Historic Houses  
Courthouses 
Churches & Religious Institutions 
State or Federal Historic Markers 
Women’s Parks or Halls of Fame 
Suffrage Convention Sites 
Sites of Speeches 
Parades, Fairs, Avenues  
Parks 
Headquarters of women’s clubs 
Settlement schools 
Colleges and Universities 
Historical societies 
Building, Streets & Institutions 
Farms and Businesses Owned by Suffragists
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IMPROVING WIKIPEDIA

LOOK OUT 
for 

ARTICLES



“"I was looked upon as a fanatic and the idea of a woman voting was regarded as 
an absurdity. The law seemed to be in advance of the people" 

  D R .  M A R Y  O L N E Y  B R O W N 

FIRST  WOMEN  TO  VOTE  IN  WASHINGTON
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VOTES FOR WOMEN: 
100 YEARS AND COUNTING 



  Jessica Spring & Chandler O’Leary   



WASHINGTON 
WOMEN’S  

COOKBOOK 



"I always feel the movement is a sort of mosaic.  
Each of us puts in one little stone, and then you  
get a great mosaic at the end." 
~Alice Paul



In a 12” x 12” work 

explore the legacy of suffrage  
&  
why voting matters 

drawing inspiration from stories of  
our local suffrage movement as well  
as the national movement. 











womansuffragememorabilia.com 
 

Kenneth Florey Collection

http://womansuffragememorabilia.com



